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L ET TEN 


A Noble Negotiator abroad, 
On the Preſent PROSPECT of 
A SPEEDY PEACE. 


5 [N WHICH 
The true Senſe of the ſeveral Articles of 
the PRELIMINARIES is inquired, and 


the French Views in N them 


2 


Containing alſo, | 

A curious and authentic LETTER from Holland, 

concerning the concealed Mediator at Aix-la- 
Chapelle; and a Hint as to the true Motives © 
the Empreſs Queen's Acceſſion, Sc. Sc. &c. 


: Impia ſub dulci melle venena latent. Ov1D. 


LONDON: 


Frinted for M. Coop ER at the Globe in 
Pater: noſter Row. 
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T . A 
Nanu Naos OTIATOR abroad. 


2 may poſſibly ſeem a little ſtrange 

to your Excellency to find yourſelf 

addreſſed in this publick Manner, 
but when you come to conſider the Ex- 
cuſes' T have to offer, perhaps tho* you 
cannot approve, you will at leaſt forgive 
the Liberty that J have taken. There 
was a Time, nor is that Time very long 
paſt, when' in the Records of Fame in 
this Country, many Names occurred be- 
fore yours; but now ſuch is the tranſitory 
| State of ſublunary Things, yours ſtands 
before them all. We no longer fix our 


| Eyes upon our great Speakers, whether 
dignified 


. 
dignified by their Titles or their Speeches; 
we look no more after Generals, Admi- 
rals, or stateſmen; but you are become 
the ſingle Point of View, all our Eyes 
are upon your Ex 1, for all 
we have is in your Hands, Upon W 
depends how we ſhall be extricated — 
that Scene of Trouble, in which by a 
Concatination of untoward Circumſtances 
we ate involved; we have already Had a 
Specimen of your Abilities; it is to them 
that we owe the preſent Twilight of 
Peace, and from the farther Exertion of 
them we expect, in its Proper Seaſon, to 
ſee the Peace itſelf break out bright as 
the Sun, and ſmiling as the Summer. il 


Theſe are our © Expectations, loch 1 
flatter myſelf you will ſatisfy, and per- 
haps it may, in ſome Meaſure, contribute 
thereto, that theſe Expectations are fairly 
ſet before you. There is nothing com- 
moner than for great Miniſters to com- 
plain, that they cannot pleaſe the People, 


becaulc the People neyer know what, will 
| pleaſe 


„ 
pleaſe them; there may be, and I doubt 
there is ſome Truth in this; for upon the 1 


Does bringing the Olive Sprig into our Þ 
Ark, by which J mean- the Meſſenger's Y 
coming over with the Preliminaries, tho h 
he was ſaluted with many harmonious 2 
Notes in honour of his Meflage, yet the M 
 croaking of the Birds of Night was ſoon 1 
heard again, and in the very Evening of 3 
that Day, if Exceptions were not taken, E 
they were at leaſt hinted, againſt the very 3 
rough Draughts of the Preliminaries. Nay 1 
this very Roughneſs, which ought to have 1 


* 
1 
* 
. 
. 
15 
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protected them, was conſtrued to their 
Diſadvantage, and it was objected, that 
good Faces never ſought Obſcurity, but | 
on the contrary, were the beſt pleaſed with W 
Day-light. 9 
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I ſhould certainly appear- both tedious 
and trifling, if I ſhould attempt to in- 
form you how many wild Stories flew 
about, ſome of. which are flying ſtill, 
under the ſpecious Title of Articles of the 
Preliminaries ; for while the true re- 

1 Ry mained 
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mained a Secret, every Man had an Op- 
Portunity of putting off thoſe of his own 


coining, however counterfeit and coarſe ; 
for News, like Money, muſt be had, the 
Commerce of the World cannot be car- 
ried on without it; and if thoſe who are 
intruſted with the Sterling will not let it 


go abroad, the. People muſt be content 


with what comes out of private Mints, 
juſt as they took Tradeſmen's halfpence 
formerly, before they did Copper the Ho- 
nour to fix the Royal r upon it at the 
Tower. 


But in the midſt of this Time of Con- 
fuſion, when every Thing bore the Face, 


| becauſe nothing had the Standard Mark of 
Truth, there came abroad a very arch 


Performance, that without laying Claim 
to any Authority was to go current among 
the reſt, and by its being better caſt and 
more highly finiſhed, was moſt certainly 
intended to be palmed upon the Publick 
for a Piece of more than ordinary Value. 


It bore the Title of REMARKs on the 
conduct 


8 es) 
Conduct of the B — 4 — through the 
Courſe of the War, together with ſome po- 


litical Conjectures as to what may be expetted_ 


from a Peace. In a Letter from a 
bee, % 4 F.. of the 
Ha cu, on receiving the PRELIMINA= 


RIES, The Inſcription was very pretty, 


and no doubt abundance were taken in, 
but I dare aſſure you, that I was not 
among the Number; for upon the firſt 
Peruſal, I was very well ſatisfied, that if 
it was the Work of a M at ah, i 
was of a M abroad, and not of a 
M at home; in ſhort, I took it for a 
very artificial Apology, for a certain Tranſ- 

action, tho' it did not bear that faſhiona- 
ble Title, and the reading of it afforded 
me a very agreeable Amuſement. 


The Scheme was well laid, and very 
dextroutly executed, all the M——-ries that 
have ſubſiſted here ſince the War broke 
out are very ingeniouſly defended, and 


very happily flattered ; this was beſpeak- | 


ing the Favour of all Parties for the Au- 
| C tthor' 
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thor's darling Preliminaries ; but that he 
might not be ſuſpected of want of Capa- 
city for Satire, he has beſtowed that too 
very plentifully upon Oppoſition in general, 
pat; preſent, and to come. The Re- 
bellion is an Epiſode prettily introduced, 
and pertinently handled; but the View of 
the preſent Intereſts of Europe, and the 
wonderful good Effects of the approach- 
ing Peace, upon all its principal Powers, 
which concludes the Whole, ſeems the 
moſt laboured, and to ſay the Truth, de- 
'Y | ferved à better Fate than it met with ; for 
{ 3 if not true, it is at laſt ſpecious, and if 
the Complexion be not natural, it is how- 
ever well imitated, and in an Age that 


[ loves Maſquerades might paſs for as well 
-J painted a Vizard, as any that one meets 
_ with at Heidegger's Raree Show. 


Yet all the Art and Pains” that were 
beſtowed, and nothing of either was ſpared 
in the tricking out this Piece, were abſo- 
ately thrown away; for, notwithſtanding 


= its 5828 was Remarks, the ſfiarp- ſighted 
22 - 3 


—— 
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Town ſoon ſmoaked it was an Apology; 
well kaowing that all People are apt ta 
be pleaſed with their own Conduct, and 
very capable of ſaying fine. Things upon 
it, they would not take this Foreign Mis 
niſter's Word, notwithſtanding all the 
obliging Complements to the 5B 
N, that are ſo judiciouſly ſprinkled 
through it. In ſhort, | they went on in 
their own Way, and inſtead of receiving 


Things as he laid them down, advanced 


their own Notions, which were of a uy 
ene Nature. 


4 of theſe 1 1 to give you an Ac- 


count, but I muſt beſeech your Ex Q 


to remember, that I only relate what I 


have heard, and that I do not pretend to 


adopt, much leſs to juſtify the Sentiments 
that I deliver; in ſhort, I only relate — 
for your Information. | | 


— boy the: Gat Blass, it is inſiſted upon 


that in fact there has been very little of 
N at Aix-la- Chapelle, which I 


18095 C2 | take 


53 


>| 
tt 1 
7 
45 
10 3 
= 
- 
[i I 
53M 
bly 
"1 
wee 
1 
1 
Lou] 
4% 
« \ 
12 
121 
Wu. 
1 
3 
#Y 
1 X 
1 
co _ I 
. 
1 4% 
: :% 
1 45 
Þ is 


© mY 
27 J. 
4 
9 
© SE 
is, ** # 
wy 

4 

* | 


(. x2} 
take to be founded upon a Story ſtrangely 
thrown out, upon what Authority it is 


very hard to ſay, in a Pamphlet tiled, An 


Apology for a late Reſignation, It is in 
that Piece laid down as a Matter out of 
doubt, that General Legonier brought cer- 
tain Propoſitions from the French Camp, 
which are very plainly ſtated in that Ac- 
count; and now it is alledged, that either 
upon the Plan of theſe Propoſitions, or 
upon ſome other Plan delivered in much 
the ſame Way, that theſe Preliminaries 
have been adjuſted; ſo that there has been 
but little of political Skill, or Miniſterial 
Addreſs in the Management of this Affair, 
notwithſtanding that in its firſt Appear- 
ance it ſhould ſeem to be a Work of as 
much Labour, and in which as great Di- 
ligence had been employed, as in adjuſting 


the firſt Draught of the famous Treaty of 


Munſter, in which the Affairs of almoſt 
all the Princes of Europe were ſettled about 
a hundred Years ago, in a Manner as ef- 
fectual, as it is hoped they will be ſettled 
by the next general Peace. But without 
5 doubt, 


we 613). 
doubt, this maliciqus Calumny may be, 
and at a proper Time will be refuted' by 


the Memoirs that have paſſed between the 


Count de St. Severin and a certain M, 
in which the Demands made on our Be- 
half, and on the Behalf of our Allies will 
fully appear ; as alſo the Changes that in 
Conſequence of thoſe Memoirs, and of the 
weighty Reaſons contained in them, were 
made in the original Propoſitions of France. 


Or if nothing of this Kind paſſed in Writ- 


ing (which however I cannot believe) we 
| ſhall, at leaſt, have an authentic Recital 
of what paſſed in the Conferences, and of 
the Motives by which the Gallic M——— 


was brought to acquieſce to thoſe juſt 


and reaſonable Terms, upon which it is 
to be ſuppoſed the preſent Preliminaries 
ſtand, and the future definitive Treaty will 


be built. 


Theſe, it is certain, all the rational Peo- 
ple in this Kingdom will continue to ex- 
pect; and I dare ſay, you will not think 


it either ſtrange or unjuſt that they ſhould 
expect 
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expect them, becauſe the Condition of the 
Nation at this Juncture is ſuch, that all 
who have any Regard to her Safety and 
Welfare cannot but wiſh, that Miniſters 
who have been intruſted with her greateſt 
and moſt important Concerns, would give a 
clear and candid Account of the Manner 
in which they have been conducted. This 
is in itſelf a thing ſo perfectly correſpondent 
with the Nature of ſuch Negotiations, ſo ab- 
ſolutely requiſite for maintaining the Rights 
of a free People, and ſo perfectly conſiſtent 
with our Conſtitution, that not to expect 
them would argue ſuch a Coldneſs and 
Want of Zeal for the Public, as can ne- 
ver be ſuſpected in a People who have 
ſhewn, during the War, ſuch Chearfulneſs 
in giving, and ſuch Readineſs in raiſing 
the vaſt Supplies that were thought re- 
quiſite for its Support, and which: could 
only be thought requiſite to the obtaining 
a ſafe and honourable Peace. Their At- 
tention to the Means will moſt certainly 
juſtify the Regard they have to the End ; 
and it can never be thought either hard 
5 | ar 


3 n 8 mrs 
227 
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6189 
or unreaſonable, that a Nation "who have 
paid ſo freely and haye ſpent ſo mnch, 
ſhould be defirous of knowing what Va- 
lue was put upon their Endeavours, and 
upon the Effects of their Eiddvodity - for 
in thoſe Parts of the War which concern 


Great Britain alone, ſhe has been roy 


WINK — more or leſs > ſucceſsful, 


But if after. all ae ſhould appear any 
thing bold or afſuming in this, as M=— 
are ſometimes apt to think, that the Peo- 
ple do not treat them with a becoming 


Degree of Deference and Reſpect, it will 


be entirely taken off, by ſhewing that the 
People of Holland have been exactly in 
the ſame Kind of "Diſpoſition, have 
ſhewn the ſame Sort of Uneaſineſs from 
the very ſame Cauſes, and were not to 
be pacified by the bare Repetition of the 
Word Preliminary. In ſhort, the Expec- 
tations they had formed of this Campaign, 
the ſtrenuous Defence that it was given 
out the Fortreſs of Maeftricht weuld cer- 
tainly make, and the Departure of his 
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Serene Highneſs, the Prince Stadtholder, 
for the Army, were all of them Impreſ- 
fions of ſo different a Nature from thoſe 
of a Pacification, and, in all outward Ap- 
pearance, Things made ſuch a leaden 
Progreſs at Aix-la-Chapelle, as ſerved only 
to heighten the Surprize occaſioned by the 
Stadtholder's unexpected Return, and the 
News of the ſudden ſigning of the Articles, 
introductory to a Peace, by certain Mi- 
niſters. 


© 


It is very well known that Peace could 
not be more looked. or longed for here, 
or indeed any where elſe, than it was in 
Holland, and that too by all Parties; for 
the Diſaffected pretended that they were 
only ſo from an Apprehenſion that the 
Change which had happened in their Go- 
vernment might prove the Means of oblig- 
ing them to continue the War contrary 
to their Inclinations, and to their Intereſts. 
On the other hand, thoſe well- affected to 
the preſent Conſtitution, which, by the 
Way, is the true and juſt- Conſtitution of 

ä n that 


. 
that Republick were very well inclined 
to Peace as they plainly faw the Stadt- 
holder muſt not only expoſe his Perſon 
to all the Dangers of the Field, but likes 
wiſe hazard his Authority, by ſtaking it 
upon the doubtful Chance of War; ſince 
every Miſcarriage would be infallibly aſ- 
cribed to him, let it proceed from whom 
or what it would. All this, however, 
could not balance the apparent Precipi- 
tation that attended this great Event, and 
even thoſe who were moſt ardently in 
love with Peace, and who would not have 
failed to have expreſſed the higheſt Pleaſure 
at the Proſpect of it, were ſo little pleaſed 
with its Appearance, that they were far 
from giving a hearty Welcome to the 
Neus, and knew not what to anſwer, 
when thoſe who profeſſed themſelves no 


Admirers of the new Government threw 


out captious and. inſidious Queſtions Upon 
this tickliſh 1 


Te this Stupich of Things the very 
ame *— (for good Wits will often 
D jump) 


- 
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jump) was thought of there that J have 
before told you was applied here; but be- 
cauſe the Diſcontents of the Durch Po- 
pulace riſe ſooner, and mount higher than 
in other Countries, no Time was to be 
loſt; and therefore the Letter that was 
framed to quiet them was in itſelf very 
ſhort, and publiſhed, if T may ſo ſpeak, at 
a Minute's Warning. It is alſo a very 
curious and plauſible Production, and 
therefore I will give you an Opportunity of 
comparing it with the Engh/b Pam- 
phlet, with which, I take it for granted, 
you are very well acquainted. This 
Dutch Paper then runs thus: 


o KEM 

„ YOU ſeem to me, Sir, a little at a 
<«. loſs about the ſudden ſigning of the Pre- 
t liminaries, notwithſtanding you once 
te expected them, as well as I, and had e- 
even gone ſo far as to propheſy that ſome 
© kind of Preliminaries or other would 
« follow from their frequent Viſits and 
c long Conferences, and be midwifed-1n- 

W | | to 


bw. 
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« to. the World by the Count de St. 


4 8 and Lord 5 , (the Duzch 
Writer ni none of this Gn. but 


prints the Name at full Length) © but 


« as the Count de Caunitz, as well as the 


«© Count de la Chavannes were acquainted 
„ with them, we at firſt believed that 


„ theſe Preliminaries were general; 
to ſpeak with greater Propriety, ge- 


<«« nerally accepted by the Allies; for ge- 
<«« neral they are, in one Senſe, becauſe the 


Intereſts of all the Powers engaged in 
the preſent War are by them ſome Way 


or other adjuſted. 


* The Situation in which Maeſtricht 
« was at this Time contributed not a lit- 
<< tle to precipitate the ſigning; and this 


it was that would not permit the Mi- 
< niſters of the Courts of Vienna and Tu- 
rin, and ſtill leſs the Miniſter from that 


of Spain, to receive in Time, Orders to 
% ſign with the reſt: However, upon 


reading the Preliminaries, at leaſt thoſe 


*© Copies that are abroad of them, we ſee 
D 2 e plainly 
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620) 
plainly that the Courts of France and 
London have not been at all forgetful of 
the Intereſts of their reſpective Allies. 


«© There are a certain Kind of People 
who are never content, and who can- 
not perſuade them ſelves that theſe Pre- 
liminaries were ſigned with good Faith, 
and an upright Intention by one of the 
contracting Parties, and therefore they 


are continually crying out, Latet An- 


guis in Herbd, there's a Snake in the 


Graſs. Theſe People do not in the 


leaſt attend to the ſtrong forcible Cauſe 
which ſubſiſts, and which, perhaps, 


will continue to ſubſiſt; for alas! no- 


body knows how long. Ves, Sir, ſo 


it is that this Cauſe, this urgent, this 


invincible Cauſe has with equal Force 
ſtimulated both Parties: And what 
ſhould this Cauſe be but that which 
produces alſo the ſtrangeſt Turns in 


private Life, NEceEssITY. Yes, Sir, I 


repeat it, NECEssITY was the Medi- 
atrix in conciuding theſe Preliminaries. 
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1 you had been with me, or if like 


me you had made the Tour of France 


as I did, and returned from thence but 


a few Days before the happy ſigning of 
theſe Preliminaries, you would have been 


amazed, that this Court had not with 


lifted up Hands implored a Peace on 
any Terms a Vear ago at leaſt. I do not 
tell you this from Hear- ſay, but I ſpeak 
from the Conviction that I have received 
with the Help of my own Eyes. The 
greateſt Miſery, the greateſt Indigence 


has ſpread itſelf over the whole King- 


dom, and over all Ranks and Degrees 
of People in that Kingdom ; ; the Gen- 
try, the ordinary Sort of Folks, Men 
of the Robe, Perſons in the military 
kind of Life, Citizens and Peaſants, all 


are alike exhauſted, ruined and beggar- 


ed. As for Commerce and Manufac- 
tures, they are extinct; through an infi- 


nite Number of Villages you ſee not a 


young Man, nay ſcarce a Boy, many 
have been draughted into the Militia, 
1 &« and 


CAL 
ene 


5 ( 22) 

= e and the reſt have been glad to liſt, as , 
ce the only Means to ſee what had been 
“ long hid from their Eyes, a whole Loaf, 
and a whole Coat; a great Part of the 
* arable Lands of the Kingdom lie fallow, 
e ſome, for Want of Hands to plow them, 
and the reſt, becauſe there is no * 
e to put in che Ground. 


Te "of mod of tha Cities and * 
F< — ſuch as have. wherewithal to 
< live, and are able to purchaſe Proviſions, 

1 «© and more eſpecially Corn, are expoſed 
or : „ to, the Danger of being pillaged, and 
- 4% even of being maſſacred by an indi- 
gent Populace, dying with Hunger; 
= ** ſo that they are obliged. to take eight, ten, 
2 1 perhaps twelve Perſons into their Hou- 
i s ſes, whom they both pay and feed, and 
* think. this Expence well beſtowed, ſince 
5 they ſerve them for Guards, and there- 
** by afford them an Opportunity of eat- 
ing their own Meals in Peace and Safe- 
„ ty, Such is the true Picture drawn 
A from the Life of that Kingdom that is 

EB -- 8 repreſented 


WT 
+ © repreſented as ſo very powerful Abroad, 
e and as a Match for all the: reſt of 
* peer 


A I cannot 2 help pieplagy the 

Weakneſs and Ignorance of our News- 
writers, when J find them talk- 

« ing of the Marine of France, and of 
* the Squadrons the King has ordered to 
© püt to Sea. There are within the Li- 
* mits of the Eaſtern Admiralty of France 
« Amiraute du Levant, as they call if, 
< ſome three or four Men of War diſarm- 
«© ed and laid up, becauſe they dare not 
<.yehture out of Port, for fear of being 

« taken by the Engliſb. In the Ami- 

« rait#: du Ponant, or Weſtern Admi- 

« ralty; there are at the Outſide ten 

<« Ships of the Line; and are not theſe a 

« noble Store to furniſſi Eſcortes for the 

« Fleets of their Merchantmen, for the 

« Ships of the Eaf-India Company, and 

© to ſecure all the Coaſts of Normandy, 

« Bretagne, Aums and Gaſcony, from the 

** Inſults of the Engliſh? 
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Capital, is now become contemptible. 
The beſt Part of the Shops are ſhut up; 


the new Taxes are ſo very' high, 'and 


have made Provifions ſo exceſſive dear, 
that even the better Sort of Tradeſ- 


men find it ſomewhat" hard to get 4 
Living; and, as for the Workmen of all 


Sorts, finding Buſineſs fall off, and when 


followed that it ſcarce affords Bread, 


they have long ago taken Shelter in 


the Troops, and the Bones of ſome 


thouſands of them lie in the Marſhes 


near Begen- op- a. It needs no Intel- 
ligence to be informed of this; the ve- 
ry Appearance of Paris, ſo different 
from what it was, ſtrikes a Man at 
firſt Sight, ſo that a Stranger need only 
paſs through the City to be ſatisfied 
that the Glory of great Kings coſt the 
Subject dear, and that Fireworks and 


Rejoicings may be —_ n 2 


cloth and Ales. . ee 
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= 1 a Word, Money is every where very 


ſcarce, and not a day paſſes but one hears 


of nothing but Bankruptcies at Lyons, at 


Marſeilles, at Bourdeaux, at Rochelle, at 
Nants, at Rouen, &c. Fleets laden with 
Proviſions are ſent to their Settlements in 
America, of which not a third Part 
ever arrive, nor does any Thing con- 
ſiderable return from the Iſlands, no not 
even from Martinico and St. Domingo; 


and as for the ſmaller Iſles, they are 


entirely blocked up by the Engliſb Squa- 


drons, which ſuffer nothing to ſtir out 


of Port, but with an Intention that it 
may fall into their Hands. Under Cir- 
cumſtances like theſe, it is very well 


known that a general Famine reigns 


through all the Colonies, where they 
are obliged to ſuſtain Life by the uſe 
of Caſſada, as having not had, for many 
Months ſo much as a ** of Bread 


to cat, 


Can you think, Sir, that one carries 


the Thing too far in affirming, that it 
= Was 
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(a) 
was Neceſſity which jogged France by 


the Elbow, and bid her make haſte 


to ſign the Preliminaries, that the Mi- 
niftry, by opening her Ports to Veſſels 
of all Nations, provided they be laden 


with . Proviſions, and above all with 


Corn, might deliver the Nation from a 
Famine already felt, and from a Plague 
that in all Appearance was like to fol- 


low cloſe at its Heels? No, certainly, 


you will agree, that Neceſſity for once 
gave good Counſel, and which is more 
extraordinary, that the Miniſtry acted 
wiſely in taking her Advice. 


% Let us now turn to the Allies, and 
hear the Lecture that ſhe read them. 
Great and magnificent Projects were 


formed ! The Convention of the Hague, 


ſigned in the Month of January, had 


it been faithfully executed, would have 


put it in the Power of the Engliſb to 
have kept their Ea/ter in Champagne, 
in Caſe they had not penetrated even 


to Paris itſelf, But why did they not? 
The 
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( 27 ) 
The Enemy, according to Cuſtom, were 
too early for the Allies in the Field, 
and formed the Siege of Maeſtricht. 
If it had been taken, could the Army 
that was unable to ſuccour it, have 
hindered the Victor from taking which 
Road he pleaſed, to penetrate into the 
- Heart of the Republic, which is the 
Rampart and the Barrier of Great- 
Britain! 


« This Extremity it was that impoſed 


© the fatal Neceſſity of parrying that 
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mortal Blow at any Rate. A Propoſi- 
tion was hinted for reſtoring Cape 
Breton, France opened her Ears upon 
this, and a Negotiation began. The Ne- 
ceſſity of preventing the taking of Mae- 
richt, and the Demolition of the fa- 
mous Fortreſs of Bergen op- Zoom, de- 
termined the Maritime Powers to ſign 
the Preliminaries, from which we ex- 
pect in due Time a ſolid and durable 
Peace, and not a patched up Peace, as 
ſome would inſinuate, muſt follow. 
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% But you will probably aſk why, be- 


cauſe the ſame Neceſſity which dictated 


the ſigning of the Preliminaries continu- 


ing, or if you will, being taken away 


on neither ſide by the ſigning thoſe 


Preliminaries, will haſten the Conclu- 
ſion of the Peace; for the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity (I am obliged to repeat the Word 
ſo often, becauſe it is the only Expreſ- 
ſion that is proper) of bringing down 


to Earth that Daughter of Heaven, will 
conſtrain all Parties to abate mutually a 


Part of their Pretenſions, which is the 
ſureſt Way to make them agree. Thus, 
Sir, you have my free Thoughts both 


of the Preliminaries and of the Peace, 


as well as of the Cauſes of one and of 
the other.” I have the Honour to 


be, Sc. 


It lies without the Compais of my 


Power to tell you what Effects this fine 


| Apology has produced in Holland, or 


whether they differ very widely from, the 


Conſequences 


(29) 1 
Conſequences flowing from the other Apo- 
logy here; but this I take to be certain, 
that tho the Dutch Apology is much 
ſtronger in Aſſertion, yet it is much 
weaker in Point of Argument. The 
other Piece contains a very long, and a 
very diſtinct Detail of the whole Conduct 
of the War, gives very plauſible Reaſons 
for the Behaviour of all the great Men 
who have been concerned in it, ſhews in 
a very clear, and yet in a very decent Light, 
how: abſolutely requiſite a Peace was be- 
come to G B- „ even ſup- 
poſing the M———rs ever ſo zealous for 
the Common Cauſe, or ever ſo deſirous, 
had it been poſſible of carrying on the 
War. In one thing it is but too ap- 
parent that both Pieces are very deficient, 
and that is in not ſhewing how the laſt 
and immediate Neceſſity aroſe, which it 
is confeſſed brought the Miniſters of the 
Maritime Powers to ſubſcribe the Prelimi- 
nary Articles, almoſt whether they would 
or not; and it is this ſingle Point that ren- 
der both A * ſo unſatis factory. We 
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every body wants to know, vis. Why 


(30 ) 

expect they ſhould tell us ſomething, they 
ſet out with a Shew of telling it us, but of 
a ſudden they ſtop ſhort, and ſeem to confeſs 
that they act under the Direction of ſome 
powerful Neceſſity themſelves; indeed 


under a double Neceſſity, that of ſaying 


what they would not ſay if they could 
help it, and induſtriouſly concealing what, 
if they dared, they would undoubtedly 
ſpeak out. 


The Dutchman goes the fartheſt of the 
two, and indeed comes to the very Point : 
He fays, that if the Convention ſigned in 
Fanuary had been faithfully executed, 
great Things might have been done, and 
immediately puts the true and proper 
Queſtion, why were they not done? But 
his Anſwer is ſurprizingly vague and weak. 
Inſtead of telling you who failed in per- 
forming the Engagements entered into by 
that Convention, he ſays the French were 


earlier in the Field, which 1s only telling 


what every body knew, inſtead of what 


you | 


637) 


you were not earlier in the Field than 
they? The Dutch, in order to fulfil their 
Engagements, took ſeveral Bodies of Ger- 
man Troops into Pay; were theſe Troops 
in their Territories by the Time ſtipulated? 
They negotiated another great Body in 
Switzerland, and they boaſted very much 
of their Succeſs in that Negotiation; is any 
one Battalion of thoſe Swiſs Troops ar- 
rived? The Ruſſians might have been had 
long ago upon eaſier Terms than the Re- 
public has them at preſent ; why were they 
not then ſent for, or why was not the 
whole Army of the Allies employed to 
prevent the inveſting of Maeftricht, which 
is that great Stroke of Neceflity, that this 
Writer confeſſes, made the Preliminaries a 
Meaſure not to be avoided ? 


But to return to our proper Buſineſs ; 
if the Neceſſity was equal on both Sides, 
it will naturally follow that the Terms 
ſhould be ſo too. But the great Queſtion 
1s, whether they really are fo, or whether 
ſome Pains has not been taken to repre- 

ſent 
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ſent them as more equal than in truth they 


are. I do not ſay that this is the Caſe, 
but a Queſtion has been made whether 
they be ſo or not. My Reaſon would 
kad me to take the Negative; for at the 
Time the Preliminaries were ſigned, the 
public Notions of Neceſſity were ſtrongeſt, 
and would conſequently have gone fartheſt 
in juſtifying what they really occaſioned. 
It is an old Proverb, that it is beſt to 
ſpeak Truth, and I apprehend may be 
well applied here; for if we had known 
clearly what Terms were agreed to, we 


ſhould very probably have been much leſs 


in Pain than we are now, when we are 
forced to gueſs at them, and at the ſame 
Time forced to gueſs in the Dark ; ſo that 
a malicious Conſtruction, if it be plauſibly 
put, will gain more Credit than another 
Conſtruction, which may hereafter appear 
to be the Truth. But perhaps you will be 
for coming to Particulars ;. why be it fo, 
I will tell you fairly, what is commonly 
faid with reſpect to every one of the Ar- 


ticles, and from thence-I perſuade myſelf, 


dat 1 | that 


(33) 
that you will diſcern the great Expediency 
of cauſing them to be thoroughly explain- 
ed without any farther Delay, 


It is faid, that all former Treaties ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed, except as they are altered 
or may be altered: This is certainly very 
indefinite, unleſs we knew exactly the Alte- 
rations that are to be made; befides the 
eſtabliſhing of thoſe Treaties is a thing of 
Courſe ; they muſt be naturally re-eſta- 
bliſhed by the Return of Peace. But will 
they be better kept for the future ? Is there 
any Proviſion made for that ? if not their 
being again eſtabliſhed is a good Phraſe in- 
deed; but in a political Senſe will be un- 
derſtood to be in a manner inſignificant, * 


All the Conqueſts made in the, preſent 
War are to be reſtored. This too looks 
very well ; nay, ſomething more than very 
well ; it looks like all that we could wiſh 
or want; but will it prove ſo? It is a- 
creed that we have taken Cape Breton from 
the French, and that, according to this 
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( $4 ) 
Article, we muſt reſtore it. The Senſe 
here is as plain as can be; but will France 


reſtore in like manner all that ſhe has ta- 


ken ? will ſhe give back to our Allies all 
Things in the "fame Manner, and in the 
fame Condition that we give up this? If 
ſhe does, all is right ; if ſhe does not, theſe 


Words have no Meaning, or, at leaſt, we 


cannot comprehend them, 


" Dunkirk is to remain fortified on the 
Land- fide ; but why? the Fortifications on 
that Side can be of no Kind of Ule to 


| France but in Time of War ; and there- 


fore it ſeems a little extraordinary to find 


this among the Number of the prelimi- 


nary Articles to a Peace. France has ta- 
ken Care to ſecure herſelf from having ſo 
much Trouble in the next War, whenever 
ſhe is inclined to make one, by demoliſh- 
ing moſt of the ſtrong Fortreſſes that ſhe 
has taken. She might poſſibly have a good 
Intention in this ; ſhe might be deſirous 
by this Precaution, to ſecure a long Conti- 


nuance of Peace, But * if this had 
becn 


+ 1 


635) 
been her View, ſhould ſhe inſiſt on the 
Fortifications of Dunkirk by Land, which 
are of no ſort of Conſequence in Time of 
Peace, and which can only tend to create 
Jealouſies that it will not laſt over long? 


The Dutchies of Parma, Placentia and 
Guaſtalla are to form an Eſtabliſhment for 
the Infant Don Philip; a temporary E- 
ſtabliſhment, it ſhould ſeem, to ſubſiſt on- 
ly till he is otherwiſe provided for. But, 
in reſpect to this, there are two Things to 

be conſidered. Is there any kind of Cer- 
tainty that Hain will be content with this? 
I fay content; for if France is in earneſt, 
ſhe may poſſibly be forced to ſubmit, whe- 
ther ſhe is content or not? On the other 
Hand, is there any Kind of Appearance that 
the Emperor and Empreſs will be content 
with it; or that they will think, after this 
Eſtabliſhment and certain other Conceſſions 
are made, they can count upon any Domi- 


nions they have in Tah)? To comprehend 


the Meaning of theſe Queſtions, caſt but 
your * upon a Map, and your Thoughts 
5 as 


2 
. 
" I « FR 2 0 - A 
| i | - FJ r I. — — r 3 
* 4 r n 2 CY. > r by re "x 
oat 2, . * — 2 PE VE, * * : * wel * PETTY yo INT SS — 
. y 5 - if bt — 2 "2 ds £ ” ai — 
= ho - = 4 N 
- 
_ o 
; 


8 


9 
i LY 
I 
5 
f 
3 


r 
95 
1 
1 
1 
1 
"a7 
* 
G'S 
9 
1 
* A 
1 
1 
. 
© 
* g 
„ | 
5 
* 
1 


* 6d 
a - 


= 
— S 7 
8 


8 . 
2 
2 4 . 
2 % ROS 
— / 4a 


= 
8 


Fe. 
2 
bo, 
4, 
K 
A 
oO; + * 
2 
8 
3 1 
2 SI 
8 
* 
1 
7 + 
28 
ö 1 
1 
4 o 
Ws 
IO 
2 
* 2 
1 
N 
1 y . 
. 
__ 
«2. — 
E. 
= 
” 
=; 
"0 
a 
* 
2 
* r 
. AJ 
* 5 
[- BS 
3 ? 
e. 
4 1 . 
Ws 
* 
* 3 
8 4 » 
19 N ' 
&. 
* * 
8 
33 
2 
A 4 
Wo 
"= 
„ 
= * * 
3 
* 
Y I 
f 
[ * 
7 


as far back as the Treaty of Seville. The 
firſt will ſhew you what a ſtrange Altera- 
tion this will make in the Balance of Pow- 
er in Jaly, and the latter will give you to 
underſtand how very little is to be expected 
from partial Gratifications. 'The Apolo- 
giſt for that Treaty faid it would put 
a Period to Negotiations; but in ſix 
Months they were negotiating again, and 
that Peace, which they fancied would out- 
laſt our Times, proved only a Preparative 
to a War which was foreſeen, and foretold, 
by thoſe who had it not in their Power to 
prever* it. Beware of ſuch Prophecies for 
the future ! 


The Duke of Modena ſhall be re-eſta- 
bliſhed in every thing: This is clear; or 
he ſhall receive a Satisfaction for what he 
is not re eſtabliſhed in. Now we are all 
in the Dark again, nor is it poſſible for 
any Man breathing to ſay whether this 
Duke ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed or not. All 
that we can gather from it, with any De- 


gte of ne is, that he ſhall not be 


left 


FF © 
left upon the Pavement; he ſhall have 
ſomewhat. But for whoſe ſake he is to 


ſuffer ; how far he is to ſuffer ; what Equi- 


valent he is to have; where that Equivalent 


will be ; or who is to be at the Expence of 


it non conftat. 


The Republic of Genoa is to be put in 
the fame Condition in which ſhe was in 
in 1740, for which ſhe ought to ſing Te 
Deum; this is owned to be the plaineſt 
Article of them all, and yet ſome think it 
is not altogether free from the Neceflity of 
Explication. But let that pals. | 


The King of Sardinia is to remain in 


Poſſeſſion of all he had before, and of all 
he acquired by the Ceſſions made him in 
1743. This ſhews that the former Arti- 
cle, notwithſtanding its ſeeming Perſpi- 
cuity, requires ſome kind of Comment, in 


order to reconcile it to this. But thoſe . 


Ceſſions, were they made ſimply and with- 
out any View to Equivalent or Indemni- 
fication ? Tf not, ' what becomes of theſe ? 
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Can it be reckoned upon with Certainty, 
that this great Monarch will be content 
with what is ſtipulated as it ſtands? Are 
we at all ſure that he will be ſatisfied with 
the Diſtribution of Dominions and Power 
in Taly? Can he count, from this Plan, 
on that Independency which he has always 
ſought, and for which he has hazarded 
his Dominions and his Life on both Sides? 
or, ſuppoſing him content, will not this 
Article create ſome Diſſatisfaction elſe- 
where, I mean ſome reaſonable and well- 
grounded Diſſatisfaction ariſing from the 
Detriment accruing to that Balance of 
Power, for the Maintenance of which we 
made this War ; and the Treaty of Worms, 
which, if this Article has any Meaning, 
both Sides ſeem now agreed to ſupport ? 
It will be cheaper to conſider theſe Things 
thoroughly in a Congreſs, than to make a 
new War to rectify Miſtakes. 


His Britannick Majeſty's being included 
in his Quality of Elector, and for his E- 
lectorate, is plain, clear and explicit; and 


if 


| (39 ] 
if the reſt of the Articles were of a Piece 
with this, I preſume no Man in his Wits 
would complain, or be heard if he did. 
It is certain that no Article can be more 
reaſonable ; for France declared War againſt 
his Majeſty, as Elector, in Reſentment of 


his Conduct, as K Of G63 
and for this, his Electorate has been in 
Jeopardy. The Perſpicuity of this Ar- 
ticle therefore is not greater than its Juſ- 
tice; and J muſt repeat it, that as no Ex- 
ception can poſſibly be taken to this, ſo 
one cannot help wiſhing, that every other 
Article was as plain and intelligible, as all 
who can read muſt confeſs this to be. 


The Article which relates to his Ma- 
jeſty's Claim upon the Crown of Sparn, as 
Elector of Hanover, wants no other Ex- 
planation than what. we are ſure will be 
given to it in Time, which is what the 


Nature and Quality of that Demand may 


be, and from the Efficacy of the good Of- 
fices promiſed in this Caſe, we have Rea- 


ſon to hope that they may, at a proper | 
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( 40 )) 
Time, be alſo employed, in regard to other 
Demands for Debts as evidently due from 
that Crown ; more eſpecially thoſe of this 
Kingdom, and of his Serene Highneſs the 
Prince-Stadtholder ; who, in the Partition- 
Treaty made with the late King of Pruſſia, 
took a large Claim of his Family, due 
from the Spaniſh Crown, upon himſelf, 
which may turn to ſome Accaunt, the 
prefent Article being, in all likelihood, cal- 


_ culated to break the Ice, and to engage 


his Catholic Majeſty to treat all Demands 
upon his Crown with that Pun#ilio, for 
which the Spani/h Nation is ſo juſtly fa- 


mous ; and as this Debt to Hanover is far 


from being large, there could be nothing more 


en than trying to ſettle that firſt. 


The Aff ents Treaty is to be confirm- 


ed, and the South-Sea Company allowed 


an aditional Number of Years for thoſe in 
which it has been ſuſpended, This Ar- 
ticle may borrow ſome Degree of Strength 
from the firſt, becauſe, if 1 miſtake not, 
this very Proviſion is made in the origi- 
| I nal 
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nal Aſiento Treaty. It is not impoflible 
that ſome farther Advantages may be de- 
rived to us from this Article, which 1 
freely own to be only my private Con- 
jecture, and at the ſame time confeſs, that 
if it be ſo, it was prudently done to leave 
it as it ſtands, and to let it come out ſome» 
what better than og 


The Article relative to the Succeſſion of 
this Crown is ſo clear and plain, that all 
that can be deſired is, that it may be at- 
tended with no other Explication; for 
this too borrows Strength from the firſt 
Article; and if former Treaties ate but 

well kept, there is nothing that in this 
Point the Nation has to wiſh more. 


The Pretenſions of the Elector Palatine 
are referred to a general Congreſs, We 
are not told the Nature of his Pretenſions, 
or of the Loſſes he has ſuſtained. The 
Countries ſequeſtred from him by the 
Queen of Hungary are, as I take it, re- 
ſtored; and, as for the great Loſſes that 


(42) 

he mutt have met with from the Deſtruc- 
tion of his Town and Marquiſate of 
Bergen op- 200m, he will, no doubt, receive 
an ample Indemnification from his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, who, as he profeſſes to 
be not only juſt, but even generous to his 
Enemies, cannot but eſteem it eſſential to 
his Glory to repair whatever Damages have, 
in the Courſe of the War, been involunta- 
rily done by him to his Allies. i? 


As to the ſettling the Diſputes about 
the Grand Maſterſhip of the Order of the 
Golden-Fleece, it appears at firſt Sight to 
be a Point of very little Importance, and 
yet by the intereſting ſo great Powers 
as the King of Great Britain, the King of 
France, and the States-General, in the ſet- 
tling thoſe Differences, which are alſo to 
be diſcuſſed in a Congreſs; one muſt na- 
turally ſuppoſe that it is of greater Mo- 
ment than it ſeems. There is indeed one 
Circumſtance relating to theſe Diſputes 
deſerves particular Notice, and it is this, 
that it has been already fully regulated, as 
x 1 far 
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far as any ſuch Diſpute can be regulated 


by Treaties; and it is worth the World's 
Conſideration, whether, if a Point of this 
Nature cannot be determined by paſt 
Treaties, any great Streſs can be laid 
upon future Treaties? and if not in this 
Point, whether there be much Room to 
hope it in any other ? Theſe, I lay, a are = 
natural Queſtions, 


The acknowledging his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty in that Quality, by thoſe Powers who 
have not acknowledged him already, is a 
Point that may, and probably. will be ſet- 
tled in this Manner ; but it is not eaſy 
to find out why the Powers that have not 
acknowledged the Emperor, ſhould incline 
to ſuffer ſuch an Article to make a Part of 
the Preliminaries, ſince it may, with great 
Appearance of Truth, be inferred from 
thence, that the greateſt Monarchs in Eu- 
rope are willing to refer their moſt ſacred 


Rights to the Deciſion of political Con- 


venience, rather than Juſtice, For, with 
* to the Emperor's Title, there is 


G 2 not 


—  — — 


(44) 
not the ſmalleſt. Doubt; and if the ac- 
knowledging the firſt Chriſtian Prince in 
Europe is to be decided, not by his Claim 
from the Nature of the Conſtitution of 
which he is the Head, but from the ac- 
cidental and eventual Diſpoſition of the 
Minds of other Princes, this will eſtablith 
a very untoward Precedent, no way to.the 
Honour or Intereſt of Princes in general, 
which might well become the wiſeſt of 
their Miniſters to conſider, who in Prudence 
ought to have an Eye to the Majeſty of 
their reſpective Sovereigns. 


The Congreſs is to determine the Diſ- 
| putes about the Territory of St. Hubert, 
and, without doubt, a great deal of Ho- 
nour is done to that Abby, to have their 
Differences introduced Cheek by Jole, 
with thoſe of crowned Heads. I am not 
ignorant, that at the Bottom even this Af- 
fair regards crowned Heads, but for all 
that, I ſhould think it not a little unwor- 
thy the Conſideration of ſuch an Aſſembly, 
if I did not Ether from hence, that the 

Congreſs 


(5) 
Congreſs will decide and ſettle every thing 
ſo as to leave no Room for future Confu- 
ſions; and, conſidered in this Light, it may 
be a very right thing; for we know, that 
amongſt the Repreſentatives of the Com- 
mons of England, there are very often Dif- 


Bill. 


The Ceſſation of Hoſtilities by Land 3 in 
fix Weeks, and at Sea according to the 
Act figned at Paris, Auguſt 19, 1712, 


is expreſſed in very general, and yet not 


in very clear Terms, for it extends to the 
Powers at War, and contains no Reſtric- 
tion with regard to the Scenes of War. 
In the Lom Countries it ſeems to have taken 
Place on all Sides, but whether Hoſtilities 
will ceaſe in Taly in a Manner ſuitable to 
this Article, is at leaſt a Matter of Doubt, 
and that too with regard to both Parties; 
but if our News Papers inform us right, 


there is no doubt at all with reſpect to the 


Spaniards, either in Europe or the Weſt-In- 
dies; but Hoſtilities are to continue between 
E us 


ficulties occur in ſettling even of a _ 


ee 
us and them notwithſtanding theſe Preli- 
minaries. But with reſpect to this our 
News Writers may be in a Miſtake, and 
yet the Reaſon of the Thing is with them; 
for there ſeems to be no juſt Cauſe that 
the Spanzards ſhould reap any Benefit by 
the Preliminaries, 'till they have acceded 
'to them, which is a Thing entirely in 
their own Power, ſuppoſing it not in the 
Power of France to make them, 


That Reſtitutions ſhall not take Place 
*till all the Parties intereſted ſhall have ac- 
ceded to the Preliminaries, ſeems to imply, 
that as ſoon as they have acceded theſe 
Reſtitutions ſhould take place, and one 
might reaſonably collect from hence, that 
thoſe Reſtitutions would be made by the 
Powers who have conquered, to thoſe 
from whom they have conquered, agreea- 
ble to the plain Senſe of the Words in the 
ſecond Article; but as we find that the 
Time of making 'theſe Reſtitutions is in 
ſome Meaſure altered by the next Article, 
fo it may create a Queſtion, whether 

ſome 


( 47 ) 
ſome Alteration may not be made in the 
Manner of reſtoring, and indeed, whoever 
confiders and compares the Purport of 
theſe Articles, will ſee more and more 
Reaſon to make a Queſtion of this, and 
at the ſame Time find it more and more 


difficult to decide that Queſtion with any 


tolerable Degree of Certainty. 


The Ceſſions, ſpecifick Reſtitutions, and 


the Eſtabliſhment for the Royal Infant 


Don Philip, are to be all carried into 


Execution at the ſame Time. It appears 
plainly from hence, as was hinted before, 
that the Reſtitutions are mot to be made 
upon the immediate Acceſſion of the ſeve- 
ral Powers to the Preliminaries; but on the 


contrary, are to attend the final Settlement 
of many other Particulars comprehended, 


tho' not expreſſed in this Article. So that 
upon the whole, there is great Reaſon to 
doubt that the Reſtitution of the Fortreſſes 
and Provinces, now in the Hands of France, 
will be deferred for a long time, perhaps 


to the Cloſe of the Congreſs, and the 
final Determination of all the Diſputes that 


are 
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648) 
ate to be diſcuſſed therein, which cannot 
but be equally diſagreeable and detrimental 
to ſeveral Powers, and may poſſibly beget 
freſh Diſputes, more eſpecially as it is im- 
poſſible to foreſee the Changes that Acci- 
dents may create within that Space' of 


Time, in ſeveral of the Courts of Europe. 


The renewing the general Guaranty of 
the Pragmatic Sanction in its intire Extent, 
except in the Alterations made by theſe 
Preliminaries, and the definitive Treaty of 
which they are to be the Baſis, ſeems at 
firſt Sight to be very favourable: to the 
Houſe of Auſtria; and yet there may be 
two Demands made upon this Head, which 
might incline a Man of a clear Head to 
change his Opinion, In the firſt Place it 
may be inquired, whether thoſe Powers 
that in conſequence of this Article may 
be expected to join in a Guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, as it ſhall be then 
limited, have not already guarantied it 
in its full Extent without, and ſome Wri» 
ters would have added, againſt theſe Li- 
5 . mitations ? 


r 


„ 1 
mitations? If ſo, what Security can the 
Houſe of Auſtria reap from this new 
Guaranty, beyond that which ſhe has 
already ? It may be farther-inquired, whe- 
ther in reality the Force of this Guaranty 
will not be rather diverted to the Limita- 
tions, Reſtrictions, and Alterations made 
in the Pragmatic Sanction, than ſecured to 
the -auguſt Houſe of Auſtria, for what 
remains to her of the Dominions' intended 
to be ſettled by that famous Proviſion, 
once held to be of as great Conſequence! 
to the public Tranquillity as to the particu- 
lar Benefit of that moſt illuſtrious Family? 
The Dutchy of Sileſia and the County 
of Glatz are to be guarantied by all the 
contracting Parties to his Pruſſian Majeſty. 
This is very clear and explicit, and does 
no ſmall Honour to the Wiſdom and 
Power of that Monarch, whoſe Affairs 
have been ſo well taken care of, at a Place 
where as yet he has no Miniſter declared. 
His Majeſty has indeed been equally for- 
tunate in the Field, and in the Cabinet, 
and will no doubt have as good Reaſon to 


H e 


nr „ Pigeon eee 


G2 
be ſatisfied with the Treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, made by his Friends, as with the 
Treaty of Dreſden made by himſelf, in 
which his own Moderation was the ſole 
Mediator. 

It is next ſtipulated, that all that has 
paſſed in the preſent War ſhall be buried 
in Oblivion, and that every one ſhall be 
re-eſtabliſhed in the full Poſſeſſion of what 
he heretofore enjoyed. The former Part 
of this Article would be more likely to 
take Place, if it was a Thing abſolutely 
clear that the latter Part could be complied 
with; but when one conſiders the Ceſſions, 
Indemnifications, Settlements, Satisfactions, 
and Equivalents, to which the other Ar- 
ticles refer, it is not the eaſieſt Matter in 
the World to conceive what is meant by it. 
Theſe are only a few of the Exceptions 
that ſome People have taken to each of the 
Heads, ſhould I mention all it might,” 1 
more Senſes than one, exhauſt your hy 
tience, which T am afraid is pretty well 
tired already, and therefore I ſhall proceed 
no farther upon this Part of my Subject. 

There. | 


HY 

There are three great and general Points 
with reſpe& to which the concluding theſe 
Preliminaries ought to be cloſely examin- 
ed, the rather becauſe our preſent Credit, 
as well as our future Honour and Safety, 
were in a great Meaſure to depend upon 
that ſingle Step. The firſt of theſe Points 
was the having indubitable Proofs of, and 
undeniable Securities for the Sincerity of 
France. With regard to the Forces of 
the Allies in the Field, it was become 
very evident that they were not in a Con- 
dition, as they were then diſpoſed, to un- 
dertake any thing offenſively; but if the 
Forces on the Side of Venloe and Rure- 
monde had joined thoſe that were in the 
Neighbourhood of Breda, thete ſeems 
to be no doubt that they were in a Capa- 
city of acting on the defenſive, till they 
were joined by the Succours they expected. 
They were at leaſt in as good, if not in a 
better Condition than when King William, 
at that time Prince of Orange, undertook 
the Defence of his Country againſt the 
French, in 1672; and there were Cir- 
H 2 cumſtances 
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cumſtances that in all human Probability 
would have reſtrained Marſhal Saxe from 


- puſhing Things to the utmoſt, even after 


the reducing Macſtricht, as this would 
have manifeſted an Intention not to humble 
but to deſtroy the Republic, which is_ 
what the Germanick Body would not bear. 
It might have been hoped therefore, 'that 
France would have conſented to ſome 


Expedient for ſparing Maeftricht, which 


tho' it might not be quite ſo much for 
her Glory, would have been full as much 
for her Advantage, and have contributed 
highly to her Reputation at the ſame 
Time. It is an Objection therefore upon 
this Head, that Maeftricht was given up 
in the Manner it was, by which it 1s ap- 
parent that the French Generals ſaved both 
their Time and their Troops, 

It is farther objected, that France is a 
great Gainer, and the Allies remain great 
Loſers by her and her Allies keeping all 
their Conqueſts, ſince this gives them an 
Opportunity of raiſing in them both Men 


and Money, for ſeveral Months at leaft ; 


2 tho' 
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tho they ſhould afterwards give ot 1 up, 
even in the Manner ſtipulated i in the ſe- 
cond Article, and at the ſame time it may 
very probably leflen the Inclination of ſeve- 
ral Powers to aſſiſt and ſupport the Allies, 
becauſe they muſt look upon this Conceſ- 
ſion as a direct Proof of their Senſe of their 
own Weakneſs ; therefore how much ſo- 
ever they may be convinced of the Juſtice 
and Right of the Common Cauſe, they 
cannot but be diſcouraged from aſſiſting 
it by ſuch a Meaſure as this; for who 
is ſo generous as to hazard his own Safety 
in order to help his Neighbours, when 
thoſe Neighbours tacitly declare their own 
Inability to help themſelves? 

Laſtly it is objected, that by the Con- 
cluſion of theſe Preliminaries, France re- 
ceives an unequal Advantage, 1n reſpect to 
the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities. She could pro- 
poſe to continue them with Succeſs on the 
Side of the Low-Cowuntries only; but in 
Italy, in the Eaſt and M eſt- Indies, and upon 
her own Coaſts, ſhe was ſo far from being 
in a Dm to act offenſively, that ſhe 

| really 
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f really wanted a ſufficient Strength to de- 
fend herſelf and her Allies, But by this 
Ceſſation ſhe has gained every thing, This | 
put it in her Power to threaten ſending 
fifty | thouſand Men more into Tah, Which 
put the Empreſs- Queen under a Neceſſity 
of acceding to the Preliminaries, in order 
to preſerve what remains of her Domi- 
nions in that Country, and which other⸗ 
wiſe muſt have been infallibly loſt, as our 
Squadrons in. the Mediterranean could not 
hinder any longer whatever T ranſports of 
Troops for that Country the French ſhould 
think fit to make. In like Manner it 
diſengages the French Colonies from thoſe 
dangerous, and even deſperate Circum- 
ſtances in which they have been for ſome 
Time paſt ; and not only affords them 
the Means of Relicf, but alſo of returning a 
vaſt Quantity of Goods home to France 
in Safety, which they could not otherwiſe 
have done ; and it likewiſe open the Ports 


of France to ſuch Supplies of Proviſion, 
Naval and Military Stores as her Neceſſities 
Nine and of which Neceſlities we might 

have 
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have powerfully availed ourſeves, if this Mea- 
ſare had not taken place; for which what 
Equivalent we have it is not ſo eaſy to diſcern. 
The ſecond Point is the Conſiſtency of 
this Meaſure, with regard to the previous | 
Stipulations with our Allies, and with thoſe 
general Views upon which we entered into, 
and for the fake of which we have ſo 
long carried on the War. It may be ſaid, 
and indeed it muſt be admitted, that from 
the Appearance of the Preliminaries, they 
are not calculated for à ſeparate, but for 
a general Peace. But on the other hand, 
if it ſhould be affirmed that by the Con- 
cluſion of theſe Preliminaries, ſuch of our 
Allies as were not acquainted with them 
time enough to form a Judgment on them 
- when we did, were, notwithſtanding by the 
ſigning of them; and the Meaſures taken 
thereupon put intirely out of a Capacity of 
defending themſelves, and were conſe- 
quently thrown into ſuch a Condition, as 
muſt oblige them to accede to theſe 
Preliminaries, whether ſatisfied or not; if 
I fay this ſhould be inſiſted upon, what 
can 


” ( 50 ) 
can we reply? More eſpecially, what can 
we offer upon this Head now that Events 
ſeem fully to prove this very Suppoſition 
to be the Fact? In this Caſe wherein does 
our taking this Step differ from making a 
ſeparate Peace, and leaving our Allies to 
ſhift for themſelves? It is very poſſible that 
Anſwers may be given to theſe Objections, 
ſtrong and glaring as they may ſeem to 
be; but then theſe Anſwers muſt come 
from thoſe who were acquainted with the 
Facts upon which they are to be ground 
ed; and that is the principal Cauſe of 
giving you this Trouble, that knowing what 
is ſaid by ſuch as profeſs themſelves diſſatis- 
fied with the Preliminaries, as they now 
ſtand, you may commiſſion ſome able Pen 
to ſhew them their Miſtakes, and to convince 
them either that our Allies have not been 
put under a Neceſſity of acceding to Terms 
they might not approve, or that the Terms 
which have been ſtipulated for them, are 
as good as they could poſſibly make for 
themſelves; and conſequently, ſuppoſing 


the Fact to be true in that way of ſtating 
it, 
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it, there has been no Wrong done. The 
publiſhing a Piece of this Nature would, at 


the preſent critical Juncture, be of very 
great Service; and as in Times paſt you 
have been a warm Friend to Liberty, and 
have declared that Miniſters ought to be 


accountable for their Conduct, I make no 
doubt that you will receive this as ingly 


as it 1s intended. 

The laſt great Point that remains to be 
conſidered is the immediate Benefit and 
Advantage which accrue to the Britiſb 
Nation by concluding theſe Prelimina- 
ries. We entered into a War with Spain 
for the ſake of our Commercial Concerns, 
for the Redreſs of Injuries received from 
that Nation, and for the ſake of obtain- 
ing Security for the future; whatever Suc- 
ceſs we may have to boaſt of, no body 
can deny that the Spaniards haye ſuffered 
ſeverely by this War, and that they have 
done us very little Miſchief. What then 
are we to have upon the Peace? What 
Satisfaction with reſpe& to paſt Depreda- 
ene What Regulation in reference to 

L- ungrounded 
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ungrounded Pretenſions? What Security 
in reſpe& to the Freedom of our Naviga- 
tion? and, ina Word, what rational Foun- 
dation for the Hope that, after the Conclu- 
ſion of the definitive Treaty, our Affairs 
ſhall be in a better Poſture on this Side 
than at the Time the War began ? Theſe 
are Queſtions which you muſt allow it is 
but natural to aſk, and to which it is but 
reaſonable to expect that proper Anſwers 
ſhould be given. Be ſo good therefore, 
as to think of ſome Method or other 
by which they may be given for the 
Satisfaftion of the Public in general, as 
well as the Comfort of your particular 
and private Friends, and the Confuſion 
of your Enemies; for that ſuch you really 
have, may appear from the Apology for 
a late Reſignation, in which your Cha- 
racter is very rudely, and, I hope, very 
unjuſtly treated. | 

As to the Share we took in the general 
War, it was partly in diſcharge of the 


Obligations we were under from Treaties, 


and partly from that natural and conſtant 
Obligation 


Io) 


Oliaiten o we are under of ſupporting the 
Tibets of Eufopie for the fake of pre- 
ſerving” our own. © But after having ſpent 


thirty Millions, increaſed the Number of 


our Taxes, which were numerous enough be- 
fore, and the Weight-of that National Debt 
which had been long looked on as ſcarce 


ſupportable, what has been done? Have we 
fulfilled the Engagements we entered into 


by Treaties? or, have we put the Liber- 
ties of Europe entirely out of Danger? 


or, to put the Queſtion more modeſtly, 
have we obtained any real Advantages in 
Favour of the Ballance of Power, in any 
Degree adequate to our taking on our- 
ſelves, for the ſake of the Common Cauſe, 


a Share of the Burthen unexampled in 
former Times, as his Majeſty very em- 
phatically expreſſes it in his Speech at the 


Concluſion of the laſt Seſſion of Par- 


liament? | 
\ Theſe, as far as I have been able 
to collect them, are the moſt material 


Points; with reſpect to which, all Ranks 


and Degrees of People ſeem deſirous of 
| being 
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15 cople, ſuch as che Inbabitants of Great 


in ſpite of the Force of theis Ambitious 2 
Neighbours; and the. Diſingenuity an! MM 
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being thoroughly informed, and their . i 
ing ſa; defirpus;  afthr the Expences: they - 
ave been at, and the Load: they hatt 

Jaid, not upon themſelves only, but upon 
their. Poſterity for many Vears to om, 
which muſt be n great Iucumbrance c 


higheſt Conſequence, ; but s now /abſolute- 
dy.neceflary. to this Nation, is an Inftance 2 
of real and genuine Patriotiſm; for to;'give 
without! thinking, to ſpend without Enqui- 
zy or Account, and to be indifferent, as to 
che Poſtute of public Affairs, may be ex- 
euſable in Slayes WhO have no Property, dr 

a ptecarious Property ; ut is utterly i incon- 
titers with the Views and Spirit of a free WA 


We. are, and I hope will ever continue, 4 4 


Pa AS. 


Self-intereſtedneſs of; ſome among them+ 


